Vidigueira -Tourist attractions (*):
Ruins of São Cucufate (6 km from our estate):
Part of the story of these Roman ruins, is linked to
the village of Vila de Frades. This village was
established in the parish of São Cucufate, in 1255.
It belonged to the Monastery of São Vicente de
Fora in Lisbon, who received a donation of the
buildings and surroundings of this ancient Roman
villa from King Afonso III.

Hermitages: The ancient chapels on the
surrounding hills, remain a testimony of the
population´s faith of God and of the Catholic
Church. The passing of time has led to the
abandonment of these chapels, which have a
privileged view over the surrounding valleys and
plains. In Vidigueira you may visit several: The
Hermitages of Santa Clara, São Rafael, Santo
Antonio, Santa Luzia and São Pedro.
Churches: It´s easy to find a church almost around
every corner in the municipality. The Church of
Misericórdia in Vidigueira is one of the oldest
churches in the entire country. It goes back to the
time of Queen Leonor who officially established
the Misericórdia of Lisbon (charity). The other
churches may not be so ancient, but nevertheless
gave their contribution to the history of the region.

Tower / Keep: From what was once a stately
building, today the former residence of the Counts
of Vidigueira is limited to this single tower. In the
western zone of the village, you can find olive
groves and vineyards that spread towards the
Hermitage of Santa Clara and Vila de Frades.
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The Clock Tower: The bell tower has an interesting story as this
was a gift from Navigator, Vasco da Gama to the people of
Vidigueira. It´s situated in a narrow and curved road in the
middle of the village.

Tourist information: www.cm-vidigueira.pt/descobrir/patrimonio
*Source: Câmara Municipal de Vidigueira

Tourist attractions near Vidigueira:
The Alqueva Dam - 20 km from our estate (the largest artificial lake in Europe*)

The Dam has a reservoir spreading over 250km2 and more than 1100kms of shore
line and it is the largest artificial lake in Europe. It covers 5 municipalities in the
Alentejo: Portel, Moura, Reguengos de Monsaraz, Mourão and Alandroal as well as the
Spanish municipalities of Olivença (not recognized by Portugal as Spanish territory),
Cheles, Alconchel and Villanueva del Fresno. The Dam caters for a variety of tourist
activities: House-boats, cruises, balloon or helicopter flights, birdwatching, hunting,
sailing, water skiing, fishing, horse riding, etc.
For more information: www.roteirodoalqueva.com
*Source: Roteiro do Alqueva
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City of Évora (50km north Vidigueira)
Évora comes from the original name Ebora from the Celts and is one of the most
beautiful historical cities in the world. The Romans built a glorious temple in honour
of the Emperor Augustus. Later on, the Portuguese nobility constructed stately
palaces, chapels, convents and majestic gothic cathedrals. Traces from different
epochs and civilizations remain practically intact, in a city where people walk on
medieval cobbled roads. You can step through broad arcades on to picturesque
piazzas, with modern boutiques and craft shops. The coffee shops with terraces
invite you to relax, while the bars and restaurants offer a representative
gastronomic delight of southern Alentejo.
Some places to visit in Évora:


Temple of Diana



Sé Cathedral



Convent of the Calvary



Chapel of Bones



Convent of Santa Clara



Evora´s Aqueduct



Evoramonte Castle



Evora´s Museum



Megalithic Roadmap

For more information: www.visitalentejo.pt or www.cm-evora.pt.

City of Beja (20km south Vidigueira):
Beja, the district´s capital with the same name, is also the headquaters of one of the
largest municipalities of Portugal. It´s believed that the city was founded in 400 B.C.
by the Celts. For several times the name of this City has been changed, from Pax
Julia (so called by the Romans) to Paca and in VIII Century adopting the name of
Beja, when it was dominated by the Arabs. Prince Al-Mutamid “the renowed KingPoet” dedicated most of his work to the love of young maidens and boys. Beja
received its foral/charter in 1524 by the Portuguese king and became a city in 1517.
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Some places to visit in Beja:


Beja´s Castle



St.Francisco´s Convent



Church of St.Amaro



Church of Misericórdia



Roman Ruins of Pisões



Mértola´s Doors

More information about the city in www.cm-beja.pt

Accommodation options
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